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known canonical text, but it is thoroughly Indian. Asoka records in his inscriptions the institution of religious processions and Hsiian Chuang relates how King Harsha organized a festival during which an image of the Buddha was carried on an elephant while the monarch and his ally the king of Assam, dressed as Indra and Brahma respectively, waited on it like servants1. Such festivities were congenial to the Sinhalese, as is attested by the long series of descriptions which fill the MaMvamsa down to the very last book, by what Fa-Hsien saw about 412 and by the Perahera festival celebrated to-day,
6
The Buddhism of southern India resembled that of Ceylon in character though not in history. It was introduced under the auspices of Asoka, who mentions in his inscriptions the Colas, Pandyas and Keralaputras2. Hsiian Chuang says that in the Malakuta country, somewhere near Madura or Tanjore, there was a stupa erected by Asoka's orders and also a monastery founded by Mahinda. It is possible that this apostle and others laboured less in Ceylon and more in south India than is generally supposed. The pre-eminence and continuity of Sinhalese Buddhism are due to the conservative temper of the natives who were relatively little moved by the winds of religion which blew strong on the mainland, bearing with them now Jainism, now the worship of Vishnu or Siva.
In the Tamil country Buddhism of an Asokan type appears to have been prevalent about the time of our era. The poem Manimegalei, which by general consent was composed in an early century A.D., is Buddhist but shows no leanings to Mahayanism. It speaks of Sivaism and many other systems8 as flo.urishing, but contains no hint that Buddhism was persecuted. But persecution or at least very unfavourable conditions set in. Since at the time of Hsiian Chuang's visit Buddhism
1 Similarly in a religious procession described in the Mahavamsa (xorx. 62; about 1750 A.D.) there were "men in the dress of Brahmas."
a Bock Edicts, n, and xrn. Three inscriptions of Asoka have been found in Mysore.
* The Manimegalei even mentions six systems of philosophy which are not the ordinary Darsanas but Lokayatam, Bauddham, Sankhyam, Naiyayikam, Vaiseshi-kam, Mimamsakam.